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Associate’s Pastor’s Column

A preacher once said that “it might have
been crowded and a little smelly inside Noah’s
ark, but the folks inside knew it was better to
be on board than not.” This is a great reminder
when we consider our life together in the
church. Journeying together isn’t always easy
- we often disagree, have different visions
and perspectives, and can easily lose sight of
God’s guidance. But, just as the ark saved Noah and his family
from drowning, so does the church have a similar impact on our
lives. Most would say it does even more than just save us from
drowning in a world that is filled with devastating flood waters—
it gives us a space where we can learn to live together, embrace
our identity as a redeemed humanity, and live out our identity in
ways that calm the floods that often surround us. To put it in more
familiar terms, how we live out our identity as followers of Jesus
Christ does nothing less than further build God’s kingdom in this
world here and now.

As I listened to the various testimonies given at the Ministry
Celebration Luncheon on November 8th as part of St. Andrew’s
stewardship season, I was filled with a profound appreciation for
how our church offers people so many different opportunities
to recognize their identity in Christ; as gifts from God whose
purpose in life is to discover the longing of God and serve God
with thanksgiving in the messy relationships of our life together.
At the center of it all, we want to know who we are and what we
are made for. What an incredible gift to be part of a community
that carves out space to experiment with what that can look like
in our time.

So, if you find yourself frustrated or discouraged at times,
thinking that being in this “ark” called the church feels too crowded
or has a bad stench, I encourage you to look at if from a different
perspective. Christ never said any of this would be easy, but he did
say to not be afraid and assured us that he would be near. We're
not blind to the church’s failings—it can be hypocritical, hurtful,
and clumsy, which is no surprise because it’s full of sinful people.
But it is Christ’s church and we are incredibly blessed to be part of
it. It's where we come to meet God and to hear God’s word spoken,
taught and affirmed. Church allows us a place to sing praises to
God, to serve others, and to be challenged. Above all, church fills
us up so we can go out and share the goodness of our Lord, who is
more gracious than we can imagine. Christ has invited us to hang
on tight and enjoy the adventure...and it sure is better to be on
board than not.

In Christ,
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Stewardship
in 2010

Commitment Sunday
November 15, 2009

We celebrated the ministry of St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church last Sunday as we gathered as
a congregation in Fellowship Hall. We were urged
to prayerfully consider how to grow as generous
givers as we think about making our financial
commitment to the ministry of this congregation
in 2010.

Please remember to bring your completed
commitment card with you Sunday, November
15th. We will present the cards during the
offertory that morning as an act of worship and in
thanks for God’s generous blessings and goodness
to us. If you would prefer, you can return the
commitment card to the church by mail using the
return envelope included in the recent mailing.
Thank You!

Methods of Giving

We’ve had inquiries about the options to give to
the church besides writing a check. You can also
give to the ministry of St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church by:

Automatic Bank Draft, which you can to set up
through your financial institution, or

Online via PayPal, using the Giving Online
button on our church website Home page (scroll
down if you don't see it right away). The link is a
secure one and you do not have to have a PayPal
account to use this feature. Our website address is
www.saint-andrew.com.

¢+ IN MEMORIAM ¢+

I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live. JOHN 11:25

We give thanks to God for the life of
this saint and her witness to the faith.

MARILYN McKINLEY
October 28, 1929 — October 13, 2009




Session Highlights

At its meeting on October 21, 2009, the
Session:

e Heard an update on the organ
reconditioning project.

* Approved a new process for becoming a
member of St. Andrew

® Approved a new format for the annual
report.

e Agreed that elders would receive The
Shield online only to save printing and
mailing costs.

¢ Discussed holding a luncheon for the
annual meeting of the congregation instead
of meeting in the sanctuary.

e Commended the upcoming online
children’s ministry newsletter, Covenant
Connection.

Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

Service for Wholeness

December 9, 6:00pm

We will hold a Service for Wholeness in
our sanctuary on Wednesday, December
9, at 6:00pm. It is an informal service, open
to the community, and consists of a short
meditation, responsive reading, and prayer.
The service concludes with the celebration
of Holy Communion.

Helping Others Enjoy Thanksgiving
Treehouse Families — The Treehouse is
asking for our help in providing the side
dishes for the 19 families with children
in our after-school program. We've been
asked to provide the following, in addition
to aluminum roasting pans:

Canned cranberry sauce

Cornbread mix

Cream of mushroom soup

Large box lemon Jell-O

Canned green beans

Instant potatoes

Canned corn

Canned sweet potatoes

Packaged stuffing mix

Packaged gravy mix

The deadline for donating is November 19
and the collection bin is in the Rec Center
kitchen. Thank You!

Denton Food Bank — The Food Bank needs
our help in feeding the hungry in our
community. You can give canned goods,
dry-packaged food, or frozen turkeys. They
have freezers in which to store the frozen
birds. If you get a coupon for a free turkey
and want to donate it, please redeem the
bird and take it to the Food Bank weekdays
from 1-3pm. Thank You!

ADVENT

ST. ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Advent & Christmas Music and Flowers

It’s time to start thinking about the flowers and music for the worship
services during Advent and Christmas. The folder for donations is on Sue
Russell’s desk in the office. Donation slips and complete instructions are
inside. Thank You!

Angel Tree

The Angel Tree tags for gifts for the Goodland Academy boys and the
Treehouse children will be up in the narthex Sunday, November 22. Take
an angel and help make a child’s Christmas a little brighter. Thanks!

HOPE Poinsettias

Order poinsettias from HOPE, Inc. board members Brandon
Lewis (brandon@saint-andrew.com) or Paula Flowerday
(pflowerday@solbroadband.com). All proceeds benefit HOPE, Inc., alocal
nonprofit organization that provides assistance and counseling to people
in financial crisis who are at risk of becoming homeless. The plants cost
$20/pot and each 10” pot contains three lush plants. The poinsettias will
be available the first week in December. Thank You!

Begin Advent with Style
Sunday, December 6, 2009

Market for Mission — The Mission committee will hold our annual
Market for Mission in Fellowship Hall the morning of December 6th. Plan
to bring your gift list and shop for friends and family. See you there!

Advent Adventure — Our annual church-wide fellowship, when we
celebrate the beginning of Advent. This intergenerational event includes
activity centers for all ages, from preschoolers to those fifty-nine+. We play
games, make a variety of crafts, and share good food and conversation.
Tacos and Chips will be provided. Please bring a finger food, appetizer,
or dessert to share and join the fun in Fellowship Hall on December 6th!

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals

Please remember to bring your children to the narthex on Sunday
afternoons from 3:00-5:00pm for the pageant rehearsals, which will
continue through November and early December. The pageant will be
held in the sanctuary Sunday, December 13 at 4:30pm. If you have any
questions, please e-mail Marissa Glasschroeder, marissamark@earthlink.
net

Advent Devotional with a Twist

Our 2009 Advent devotional will be a little bit different. While the writers
are members of our congregation, we're trying a different approach to
distribution. We're going to send them via email, so the devotional for
the day will arrive in your Inbox each morning. If you want to receive the
devotionals be sure to complete the Email Address line on the commitment
card or email the church office, info@saint-andrew.com. If you don't have
email, some printed copies will be available in the narthex.




Birthday Endowment Fund
The Birthday Endowment fund celebrants for October
were:
Diana Warner
Deborah Boone

Gary Landes
Bette Sherman

Dorothy Brooks Sue Carrico
Renda Tillerson Marion Allen
Patsy Patterson Helen Davis
Nancy Brandimarte Ruth Madaras

Thank you, and Happy Birthday!

Did You Know?

- Hillary and Brandon Lewis have exciting news; they will
become parents in April of 2010. Wish them well the next time
you see them —Congratulations, Hillary and Brandon!

- Lynn Eustis will perform the Vivaldi Gloria and the
Rutter Magnificat with the Fort Worth Symphony and the
Southwestern Master Chorale Friday, November 13, 2009, at
7:30pm, at the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Fort Worth, in Truett Auditorium. Admission is free.

- The Fall Festival of Faith album is up on the church
website—check it out! Visit www.saint-andrew.com and look
under News & Events for the Photo Gallery.

Children’s Choir News

The Covenant and Noel choirs will sing Sunday, November
22, at the 10:50am worship service. They are busy learning
their anthem for that morning, so please continue to bring
your children to rehearsal each Wednesday evening. Thank
You!

Youth Ski Trip

Brandon Lewis needs your forms and trip deposit ASAP if
your middle or high school youth is going skiing in Keystone,
Colorado, right after Christmas. Please give him a hand and
do what you need to do. Thanks!

Our Daily Bread by the Numbers
Volunteer Hours: 1,784

Patrons Served: 3,705

Meals Served: 4,592
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Prayer Concerns

Wanda Walker
George Jaegerman, son of Bob and Jane Jaegerman
Chris Bancroft
Rose Pate
Jeanne Stewart
Ronnie Bedl], friend of Lee & Peggy Capps
Irvin Thomas, son of Rev. I.A. Thomas,
friends of Ed and Sue Gray
David Brown, husband of Jennifer Davila Brown
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December Birthdays

12/01 — Robert Ramsay
12/02 — Elaine Martin
John Gossett Jr.
Caroline Jenkins
12/03 — Barbara Angel
Jim Strange
Catherine Darby
12/04 — Sandra Connell
Laurel Fritz
Amy Williams
12/05 — Molly Jordan
12/06 — Kristy Dimka
Marla Cartwright
Hugh Coleman
Carol Raabe
12/07 — Trey Darby
Audrey Cook
12/09 — Annabel
Chadwick
Donna Duran
Alexis
Ferdinandsen
12/10 — Isaac Bethea
12/11 — Rosalie Remley
Keith Raney
Steven Connell
12/12 — Roy Appleton
Steve Hindman
Jeanne Stewart

12/15 - Janette Haywood
Joe Gilbert
Randy Wuensche
12/17 - Lane Bogan
Ainsley McKay
12/18 — Gary Meriwether
Gina Replogle
Stephen Bean
Arianna Gilbert
12/19 - Buzz Vaughn
Julie Tolle
12/20 — Melinda King
12/21 — Susan Conn
12/22 — Ann Stuart
12/23 - Dorothy Everett
Jack Deeb
Emily
Klingemann
12/24 — Margaret Plunkett
Evans Odei
Carson Wells
12/25 — Fred Patterson
12/26 — Craig Neumann
Emmy Raney
12/27 — Mary Anna
Sewalt
Nita Davis
Eric O’Connor
12/29 — Jane Jaegerman

12/13 — Daniel Atkinson Anne Ross
Wilson Strange 12/30 - Joy Wright
Olympia Kepke Robbi Newton

12/14 — Warren Whitson Katrina Carradine
James King 12/31 - Virginia White
Heather Guerrero Jonathan
Samuel Alspach Meriwether

Now at
saint-andrew.com

Subscribe to our Podcast on the Sermon Page

at

http://www.saint-andrew.com/worship/services/sermons

The
Reformation Corner

Question: What is God’s

reign?

Response: God’s reign of
peace, justice, and fullness will come in

power and glory at the end of time and will
be marked by the universal affirmation that

Jesus Christ is Lord.
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