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Associate’s Pastor’s Column

As we begin another new year in the life and
ministry of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, I am
reminded what a gift it is to be part of such a giving
and vibrant community of believers. Certainly the
i busyness of work and school surround us once
; Pl again, but so do new opportunities to strengthen
our story together, which is ultimately God’s story in which we
graciously belong. Frederick Buechner offers the following insight into
this truth:

In the long run the stories all overlap and mingle like searchlights in
the dark. The stories Jesus tells are part of the story Jesus is, and the
other way around. And the story Jesus is part of the story you and 1
are because Jesus has become so much a part of the world’s story that
it is impossible to imagine how any of our stories would have turned
out without him, even the stories of people who don’t believe in him
or even know who he is or care about knowing. And my story and
your story are all part of each other too if only because we have sung
together and prayed together and see each other’s faces so that we are
at least a footnote at the bottom of each other’s stories...In other words
all our stories are in the end one story, one vast story about being
human, being together, being here.

Thejoy of having a partin this sprawling story is that it points beyond
itself. It points to our relationship with God and the demonstration of
that relationship within the world. God is never finished with us and
thus never stops calling us in new ways. That is to say, God never stops
inviting us to live into and live out this grand story.

My hope is that you rediscover your place in God’s story this autumn
season, and that renewal and new discoveries await you in and through
the ministries of St. Andrew. The opportunities to experience this are
many: through the richness of worshiping together, the substance of
Super Wednesdays, the breadth of Sunday school, the illumination of
Bible study, the delight of serving, and even the adventure of investing
in our children and youth.

As we learn together what it means to be human and to be together
where God has planted us, may we also find new expressions of the
love God has given us in Jesus Christ. And may we embrace life as
God’s beloved and redeemed people...what an incredible story we
have to share.

In Christ,

20th Anniversary

Celebration
Sunday, September 20, 2009
We  will celebrate  Theological

Education Sunday with Cynthia Rigby
of the Austin Seminary faculty as she
meets with the adults in Fellowship
Hall at 9:30 and preaches at 10:30 am.
After the ONE WORSHIP SERVICE that
morning, we will move to the Rec Center
to share a meal, catered by Classic Café,
and celebrate Steve Plunkett’s 20 years
of ministry with us as our pastor.
See you there!

August Session Highlights

At its August meeting the Session:
- Approved the Christian Education
Sunday school curriculum and teachers
for 2009-2010.
- Approved new policies relating
to preventing child abuse for those
working with children.
- Discussed a new process for becoming
a member of St. Andrew.
- Discussed anew method of budgeting,
based on categories such as worship,
serve, connect, and learn.
- Viewed and applauded our newly
redesigned website.
- Voted to approve a gift of $500 to
Kairos House in Guatemala City using
income from the Birthday Endowment.

Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

¢+ IN MEMORIAM ¢

I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die,
will live. JOHN 11:25

We give thanks to God for the life of
this saint and her witness to the faith.

PaTsy Hancock
January 6, 1940 — August 10, 2009




Fall 4t St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

www.saint-andrew.com

Fall Festival of Faith

Coming in October

Our annual Fall Festival of Faith
will take place on Reformation
Sunday, October 25, with Jennifer
Lord of Austin Seminary at the
lectern and pulpit that morning.
Then on Tuesday evening, October
27, Drs. James Duke and David
Gouwens of Brite Divinity School
will giveamulti-media presentation
recognizing John Calvin’s 500th
birthday in Fellowship Hall at 7:00
pm. Look for more details in the
October Shield and on our website,
www.saint-andrew.com.

World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2009

We receive the annual Peacemaking
Offering on World Communion
Sunday, the first Sunday in
October. St. Andrew keeps 25%
of the offering for use in local
peacemaking efforts. Another 25%
goes to Grace Presbytery and Synod
of the Sun. The remaining 50%
is used by the General Assembly
in the Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program. We will also recognize the
first graders who have participated
the September Sacraments
Workshop that morning at the 10:50
worship service.

Sacraments Workshop

for First Graders

September 20 & 27, Children’s
Chapel

The Sacraments Workshop for first
graders and their parents will begin
at 9:00 am Sunday, in recognition
of the earlier worship service
time. Led by Amy and Michael
Ball, this workshop introduces
the sacraments of baptism and
the Lord’s Supper to the children
using an age appropriate, hands
on curriculum. The Workshop will
begin at 9:30 am on September
27th.

Birthday Fund —

Endowment Committee
The St. Andrew Endowment
committee established the
Birthday Endowment Fund
in 2007 as a way to promote
permanent fund giving at St.
Andrew. The income from
this fund is used to support
mission and ministry not
funded through the annual
budge of the congregation.
The Birthday Fund has
grown to over $22,000 in just
two short years. In 2008, two
$100 scholarships were given
to help two youth attend the
Mo-ranch Worship and Music conference in June. In 2009, a gift of $500 was
made to Kairos House, an outreach ministry for families with children who
have cancer in Guatemala City, which we learned about through the Glicks,
missionaries to Guatemala.
The Endowment committee also provides periodic educational events on
Wills, planned giving, and other legacy programs. If you have questions,
Diana Warner is moderator of the Endowment committee.

Olivia Thomas presents the Birthday Endowment
check for Kairos House to David Strutton.

Men of St. Andrew

¢ The Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is held on Thursdays mornings, from
7:00-7:50am, in Fellowship Hall. All the men of the church, and their guests,
are welcome. Join Us!

* Men's Retreat, October 16 & 17, Briarwood Retreat Center, Argyle. The
fourth annual Men’s Retreat will take place in mid-October this year. We’'ll
begin Friday with the evening meal at 6pm and will conclude shortly after
lunch Saturday afternoon. Registration for the retreat can be made through
the church office; rates include supper, breakfast, and lunch. Single Occupancy
Rate: $93 Double Occupancy Rate: $68 Plan to join the men of St. Andrew at
Briarwood; you'll be glad you did!

* 2009 Presbyterian Men's Gathering, November 2, First Presbyterian Church,
1200 S. Collins, Arlington. The meal begins at 6:30pm and will be catered by
Classic Café. The Gathering is hosted by the Presbyterian Men’s Conference
and will provide information about the 2010 Men’s Conference at Mo-ranch
next May. Please RSVP to Jay Carradine, jaycarradine@aol.com; the goal is to
increase attendance by 20% this year and a head count is much appreciated.
Thank You!

Inquirer’s Class, 9:30-10:30am

September 27 —October 18, Parlor

This four-week series on Sunday mornings provides visitors and prospective
members with an overview of the faith and practices of the Presbyterian
Church. The topics covered during the series are given below; they are led by
members of the staff and leaders from the congregation.

- History and Polity of the Presbyterian Church, September 27

- Tenets of the Reformed Faith, October 4

- Why We Worship the Way We Worship, October 11

- Adult Spiritual Formation, October 18

You can register for the class by signing up in the narthex or calling the church
office, 940.387.3897.
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Birthday Endowment
The Birthday Endowment Fund celebrants for August
were:

Tristan Ball Lisa Rosenberg
Trinity Ball Marion Allen
Nancy Griffin Marie Trichka
Jean Adams Terry Widmer
June McNeill

Thank You & Happy Birthday!

Thank You!

Thank you, St. Andrew, for your hospitality. We enjoyed our
stay in the gym and we're blessed with all the air mattresses
and sleeping bags. To all my friends who shared with us
and made our sleepover comfortable — we appreciate you.
Special thanks to Jim White for taking care of us and all the
arrangements.

Our stay was too short for Hannah and me. We wanted

to stay for worship but we had to hit the road early. I enjoy
reading The Shield each month; it allows me to see how the
ministry of St. Andrew continues to serve as a strong and
faithful witness for our Lord.
Thanks again for allowing the people of the Clay Center
and Idana Presbyterian churches to stay at St. Andrew.
Grace and peace,

James Byers

Dear Church Family:

The family of Patsy Hancock wishes to thank the St. Andrew
congregation for your ministry to us upon Patsy’s sudden
death. The prayers, cards, flower arrangements, family
meal, and beautiful worship service have been a source of
great comfort. Such care-giving to a relatively new family in
the church was truly humbling and gratefully appreciated.

Such an expression of concern is not just a tribute to Patsy.
Above all, it is a tribute to the love of Jesus Christ for all of
us.

Grace and Peace!

Jim Hancock

AW e s

October Birthdays

10/01 — Shirley Davis
Sara McKay
Andy Laney
Levi Nelson
10/02 — Marcia Merritt
Ellen Flottman
Lu Ann Redman
Curtis Wells
10/03 — Timothy Smith
Hillary Lewis
10/04 — Nancy Brandimarte
Diana Warner
Stacey Scoggins
Joey Brindle
10/05 — Robert Stubblefield
Tucker Bell
10/06 — Bob Caldwell
Gary Landes
10/07 — Bob Hankins
Ellysia Dierker
10/08 — Gianna Haddad
10/09 — Patti Kregel
Brian Rybowicz
Larry Dierker
10/10 — Bobby Jessee
A.W. Oliver
Philip King
10/11 - Bette Sherman
Tom Swenson
Elizabeth Hagen
10/12 — Helen Davis
Stephanie Swenson
10/13 — Ken McNeill
Bill Thomas
10/16 — Garrett Glass
10/17 — Anne Dennis
10/18 — McCullogh Newton
Joseph Fritz
10/19 - J.B. Keith
Joan Hubbard
John Crownover

10/20 — Samuel Bethea
10/21 — Ruth Madaras
Bill Miller
Susan Pierce
Craig Scoggins
Andrew Jacobson
Sky Shepherd
Storm Shepherd
10/22 — Margaret Chalfant
Stacy Huckabay
Scott Normile
10/23 — Eric Dorton
Shandi Davis
Colin Klingemann
10/24 — Patsy Patterson
Sue Carrico
Barbara Ball
Charles Hubbard
Paula Collins
Chris Howell
10/25 — Marjorie Fisher
Shannon Drawe
Amanda Nelson
10/26 — Cliff Takawana
10/27 — Sarah Green
Dorothy Brooks
Marilyn Gentry
10/28 — Cindy Morris
Marilyn McKinley
Nancy Glantz
Molly Hook
10/29 — Rich Glantz
Deborah Boone
Sue Elliott
10/30 — Steven McKay
Olivia Dimka
10/31 — Artha Taylor
Terrie VanderLugt
Chandler Elsbecker

Prayer Concerns

Elizabeth Monroe
Reca Oliver
Rose Pate
Family of Joan Fuller
Hal Williamson, father of Jacy Williamson
Anna L. Sescil, mother of Kathy Landes

Family of Jack Stanly, father of Becky King

Family of Bill Holloway, friend of Lynn Eustis
Roy Key, friend of Jonathon Fite
Cheryl Lewis, sister-in-law of Mark Lewis
Austin Pruett, friend of Mark & Linda Lewis

Family of Jim Tait, brother of Gail Graves

Norman Anthony, father of Christa Tiedge

Family of Jim Pierce, father of Susan Pierce
Family of Ruby Fuller, mother of Ruby Crouch

Sharon and Mickey Saegesser, friends of Jeanne Stewart

An Apology: The editor apologizes for the unintentional
omission of the September birthdays for the children of St.
Andrew from the August Shield. We hope that all of your
birthdayshavebeen or willbe happy onesinspite of our goof.

The
Reformation Corner

Question: What is conversion?

Response: Conversion occurs
when we recognize that God has
loved and forgiven us in Jesus Christ and we
then begin to live in new ways that bring honor

and glory to God.

Join Us on Reformation Sunday, October 27,
when we celebrate John Calvin’s 500th Birthday.




