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One of my favorite television shows is the NBC
I hit comedy series The Office, a mockumentary that
documents the exploits of a paper supply company
in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Michael Scott, regional
manager of the Dunder Mifflin Paper Company, feels
he is the life of the office; his employees feel otherwise.
He is a harmlessly deluded and ignorantly insensitive
boss who cares about the welfare of his employees while trying to put his
own spin on company policy.

In one episode, Michael made one of his classic ignorant comments: “I
don’t get why parents are always complaining about how tough it is to raise
kids. You joke around with them, you give them pizza, you give them candy,
you let them live their lives.” Obviously Michael doesn’t have any children
and doesn’t know just how challenging raising kids can be. The good news
is that parents are not alone in either the challenges or joys of raising kids.
The church plays a significant role in this as well.

One of the most prominent voices in youth and family culture is Princeton
Theological Seminary professor and author, Kenda Creasy Dean. She offers
this insight on the role of the church in the lives of youth: “The task of
nurturing faith belongs to the family, not the youth group, and the sooner
the church becomes an ‘extended’ family for young people, the better chance
youth have of becoming mature Christian adults.” We often put teenagers
on the fringe because we think they are intimidating, or do things we do not
approve of, or because we feel we have nothing to offer them, or worse yet,
because we feel they have nothing to offer to us. If nothing else, the church
provides a wonderful place of community where youth are most Sundays
and Wednesdays, but at its best, the church is a battleground for claiming
youth for who they are...and being their extended family.

The month of May has become sort of the unofficial “Youth Month” at
St. Andrew over the last few years. On May 2nd we put on a wonderful
dinner and celebration for our 2010 graduating high school seniors. We'll
be hosting the 4th annual Youth Ministry BBQ Fundraiser on May 16th.
And on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, we will confirm 11 students in the
10:50 worship service. It may not seem like these events are too significant
in and of themselves, but I assure you that each is a reflection of the bigger
picture of St. Andrew being an extended family for youth. Our youth are too
valuable to just give them pizza and candy, joke around with, and let them
live their lives. They need so much more; they need an extended family that
claims, pursues, challenges, nurtures, loves, and invests in them no matter
what the cost. As their extended family, I encourage you to participate in
these terrific events in the upcoming weeks because being a presence in the
lives of youth is one of the best ways we can practice the very generosity of
God.

] JI' ., Associate Pastor’s Column

In Christ,

Session Highlights

The highlights of the April stated meeting
of the session include:

® Received the report from the Mission
Committee and approved a portion of the
Pentecost Offering to assist in funding an
intern for VBS and Youth activities.

* Appropriated funds for Children’s Place
Scholarships.

* Agreed to recognize centenarians Ema
Ruth Russell and Muriel Anderson in
May.

¢ Elected members of the Ruth Anderson
Bequest Committee, Class of 2012.

* Approved Leave of Absence status for
Hye-Jean Choi.

* Approved reduction in staff to mitigate
budget short-fall.

* Approved March financial report and
discussed ongoing deficit.

Bob Sherman, Clerk of Session

Pentecost Offering
May 23, 8:30 & 10:50am
Worship Services

The Pentecost Offering is unique in that
congregations keep 40% of the offering
for local mission. The other 60% supports
child advocacy, youth ministry, and
Young Adult Volunteer opportunities
in various programs of the General
Assembly Council. In April the session
approved using St. Andrew’s portion
of the Pentecost Offering to help fund a
summer intern for Youth and Children’s
Ministries. Please give generously to help
children and youth at St. Andrew and
beyond our doors.






Birthday Endowment Update

The April celebrants in Birthday Endowment fund were:
Julie Turley Andrew Smith

Sara Turner Catherine Mitchell

Samantha Guerrero Laura Turner

Thank You and Happy Birthday!

Did You Know?

e Ella Jo Wiebe was born April 14, 2010. Proud parents are
Matt and Maran Wiebe and proud grandparents are Mike
and Norma Wiebe.

® Bonnie and David Strutton’s son, Jesse Flynt, was recently
deployed to Iraq. His address is: SPC Flynt, 105th MP BN,
APO AE 09342. Please keep him in your prayers.

® Catherine and Willis Mitchell will celebrate 60 years
of marriage on May 20, 2010; their family has planned a
reception in their honor in the narthex Saturday, May 15,
from 2:00-4:00pm.

e Lynn Eustis will assume the position of Director of
Graduate Studies, UNT College of Music, for a three-year
term beginning this Fall.

e Lisa Patterson successfully completed the requirements
for the Master of Divinity degree at Brite Divinity School
at TCU and was hooded at University Christian Church in
Fort Worth on Saturday, May 8.

Congratulations, All!

Thank You!

Dear Friends,

Words cannot express the love and support we have
received from our St. Andrew family with the arrival of
our son, Caden. From the meals, the thoughtful gifts, the
amazing Display Shower, and words of encouragement,
you have blessed us beyond measure. We are thankful to be
surrounded with your friendship and look forward to your
role in Caden’s life.

Love,

Brandon & Hillary Lewis

Dear St. Andrew Family:

This past Saturday I graduated from Brite Divinity School
after five years of study. It has been a wonderful experience
thathasbeen challenging, formative and filled with learning.
I am deeply grateful for this opportunity and the support
provided by St. Andrew Presbyterian Church throughout
the entire process. One of my professors is fond of saying,
“Like the turtle on the fencepost, we didn't get here by
ourselves.” I could not have arrived at this point without
all of you, and your love, prayers and faithful voices have
played a major role in my graduation.

You have alsobeen generous in your support of my vocation
as mother. Will, Walker and Ann have been integral parts
of this journey, and I am deeply grateful for St. Andrew’s
love and embrace of children. Your nurture has made a very
positive and caring difference in our lives. Thank you for
the generosity that you have given so abundantly to us.
Grace and peace,

Lisa Patterson
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June Birthdays

Joyce Kain

Ray Janes
Wally Davis
Paul Little
Colton
Glasschroeder
Steven Dierker
Norma Thompson
Glenna Harris
Ed Moorehead
Lori McLain
Randall Whipple
Kent Maloy
John McClure
Matt Nelson
Carolyn
Riegelman
Sandy Jones
Barbara
Meriwether
Besen Tako
Jackson Cook
Avery McKay
Don Holt
Bonnie Robison
Cindy Howell
Erin Fitzgerald
Betty Alford
Rachael
Rosenberg
Olivia Thomas
Diane Smith
Irma Waring
Bodey Brown
Charlie Forester
Jo Cassell

Joyce White
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Debby Ishee
Peyton Lenaburg
Nancy Cortes
Darcy Rentz
Jordan Dodson
Gray Wisdom
Elinor Caldwell
Trish Highland
Will Steger
Mason Cole
Hope Burns

Sid Lunsford
Karyn Nelson
Richard Hueholt
Carol Hill
Shannon Mann
Griffon Rentz
Betty Culp
Katherine Midgett
Darla Arnold
Ann Patterson
Danny
Lauterbach
Mike Reid
Tommy White
Betty Clampitt
Darhyl Ramsey
Robin Hines
Corinne Freeman
Chris Smith
May Scoggins
Jim Hancock
Cathy Gilbert
Ryan Whipple
Rob Gentry

Scot Morris
David Strutton

Our Daily Bread - April Numbers
Patrons Served: 3,542
Meals Served: 4,526

Cost Food/Meal Served: $0.37

John Adams, bother-in-law of Lois Boatwright
Marien Smircich, grandmother of Brandon Lewis
Phyllis Cardona, cousin of Lisa Haddad
Marissa Hill, granddaugher of Carol and Doug Hill
Norwyn Williams, friend of Jeanne Stewart

The family of Evelyn McAdow
The family of Pat Jackson, mother of Melanie Lewis
The family of Joe Clay, brother of Joy Wright

Prayer Concerns

Lee Capps
Helen Davis
Kenneth McNeill




