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Pastor’s Column

As we begin the season of 
Eastertide, I thought I’d share 
with you a portion of my 
meditation from Easter evening. 
These comments are based on 
John 11:1-6, 17-27.

As we encounter the grieving 
family of Lazarus, our eyes fall on two sisters, Mary 
and Martha. The death of their brother, Lazarus, was 
a tragic blow. He was way too young to die; it seemed 
that he had so many good years ahead of him. But 
suddenly he had been cut off, struck down.  

Several days ago, when it first became clear that 
the situation was going from bad to worse, Mary and 
Martha send word to Jesus, because he was a close 
family friend. But by the time Jesus arrives at their 
home in Bethany, Lazarus has already been in the 
tomb four days. When the two sisters hear that Jesus 
is on his way into town, Martha leaves Mary at home, 
and goes out to meet Jesus on the road. As soon as 
she sees him, she says, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, I know that my brother wouldn’t have died.”  
How o�en have we said the “if only” of regret? If 
only I had done this . . . If only I had done that . . . 
If only I had the foresight to respond differently . . . 
If only . . . If only . . . If only. “Lord, if only you had 
been here, I know that my brother would still be 
alive. But even now, I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask.”

Jesus looked into Martha’s tear-filled eyes and 
said, “Martha, your brother will rise again.” Martha 
responds by saying, “Yes, Lord, I know that my 
brother will rise again at the resurrection on the last 
day.” There’s a sense in which Martha’s response 
contains a touch of testiness. I hear her saying, “Yes, 
Lord, I’ve studied the scriptures, I know what we 
believe, I am aware of the correct doctrine of our 
people. But I’m hurting and about to go under here.  
I don’t need correct doctrine, I need an experience of 
God.”

This time Jesus looks straight into Martha’s broken 
heart, and says, “I’m not giving you doctrine, Martha, 

Presbyterian Women
Spring Association Meeting, April 21, Parlor
Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30 am
Jessica Sierra will speak at 10:00 am on the Denton 
City/County Day School. The Birthday Offering and 
Least Coin offering will be received and dedicated.
G���� P��������� - S����� W��������
Saturday, April 18, Oak Cliff PC, Dallas
Contact Be�y Alford if you’d like to a�end. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am and lunch is included.
Cost:  $7.00
Friday, April 24, First PC, Granbury
Contact Linda Heilig if you’d like to a�end. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am and lunch is included.
Cost:  $7.00

Beijing Piano Scholarship Student @ UNT
The College of Music will welcome a Chinese piano 
scholarship student this Fall. Dr. Pamela Paul at UNT 
has asked if we might be able to help him. If your 
family could provide him room and board for a year, 
please get in touch with Morris Martin or Dr. Paul, 
940.565.3726. Thank You!

Women’s Habitat Build - Coming Soon
Fundraising has begun for a new Habitat for 
Humanity house, targeted to begin sometime this 
May. The house will be built here in Denton. Stay 
tuned for more details as they become available. 
Susan Pierce is our contact for the build at present.

Watson - Monroe Wedding
May 9, 2009, St. Andrew, 3:00 pm
Elizabeth Watson and Larry Monroe invite you to 
a�end their wedding Saturday, May 9, 2009, at 3:00 
pm, in the sanctuary. Although they do not plan to 
hold a reception, they would love for their family at 
St. Andrew to be present with them to celebrate the 
occasion. They are combining two fully-equipped 
households, so no gi�s, please!

C�������
May Deadline:  Wednesday, May 8, 2009
Editor:  Linda Steger, linda@saint-andrew.com
Address Changes: Ryan Hunnicu�, 
ryan@saint-andrew.com. Send us your email address and 
help us save on printing and postage. The Shield is online 
in PDF @ www.saint-andrew.com.

Inquirer’s Class Coming Soon
April 19-May 17, Parlor, 9:30-10:30 am
Paul Dunklau and the Membership Commi�ee have 
scheduled an adult inquirer’s class for visitors, new 
members, and those who’d like a refresher course 
on St. Andrew and our life together as Reformed 
Christians. 
April 19:  Introduction and Tour, Jim White
April 26:   History & Polity of the Presbyterian 

Church, Fred Cassell
May 3:      Tenets of the Reformed Faith,
                  Steve Plunke�
May 10:    Why We Do What We Do In Worship,
                  Kim Warner
May 17:    Spiritual Growth and Development,
                  Paula Flowerday
Sign up for the class at the Welcome Table in the 
narthex or by calling the church office, 940.387.3897.

Welcome Table in Narthex
If you would like to host the visitor Welcome table 
in the narthex on Sunday morning, please get in 
touch with Paul Dunklau, Director of Membership 
and Congregational Care, 940.387.3897, ext. 249, 
paul@saint-andrew.com.

I’m giving you myself.  I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live. And whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.” Then Jesus asks Martha the decisive 
question:  “Do you believe this?” And Martha takes 
her place with Peter and Thomas, saying, “Yes, Lord, 
I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.”

The risen Christ is the One who can make a 
difference in the heartbreak of life that comes our 
way. He is the One who fills the darkness with 
eternal light, gives hope to the hopeless, and strength 
to the powerless. He is the One who is with us in this 
Eastertide, reaching out in love and compassion.  Do 
you believe this? Martha’s answer is: “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”  
What is your answer?



Prayer Concerns

John Gosse�
Olga Frick
Elizabeth Watson
Joe Alford
Ted Turner, husband of Elizabeth Hinkle-Turner
Sophia Lilley, mother of Lisa Haddad
Family of Ann Harris, daughter of Steva Harris

The Reformation Corner
Question:  To what does the gospel 
commit us?
Response:  The Christian gospel as 
the good news of Jesus Christ leads 
us to live as people commi�ed to 
loving and serving God in specific 
forms of mission and ministry.

  1  Dick Scoggins
      Gorman Wiseman
      Michael Shellis
  2  Harold McCandless
      Macy Garcia
  3  Perry McNeill
      Larry Sykes
  4  Isabella Simpson
  6  Ruby Crouch
  7  Cheryl Kesterson
      Mike Laney
  9  Bob Widmer
      Keith Green
10  Pat Powers
      Doris Ann Hall
      Ma�hew Bethea
      Jack Huff
11  Tom Harpool, Jr.
      Mackenzie Newton
12  Dorothy Braly
      Joan Fuller
      Jay Darby
      Brandon Lewis
13  Morris Martin
14  Alex Burns
15  Kim Griffin
      Nancy Ross
      Samantha Wuensche
16  Allen Neighbors
      Joel Hays
      Shannon Highland
      P.J. Andress
17  Peggy Wiseman
      Doug Ebersole
      Bobbie Davis
      Elizabeth Smith

18  Melanie Lewis
19  Mike Grandey
      Bob Heilig
      Zachary Alspach
20  Linda Lewis
21  David Hines
      Joan Wells
      Lauren Bancro�
22  Diane Forester
      Bryan Replogle
23  Bob Jaegerman
      Sonja Rogers
24  Blake Swenson
      Jason Replogle
      Sam Brooks
      Lawrence Brown
25  Nancy Smith
      Elizabeth Hinkle-Turner
26  Naomi Williams
      Catherine Mitchell
      Polly Diebel
      Aubri Thomas
27  Frank Rachel
      Van Redman
28  Paul Brandimarte
      Vickie Davis
      Pat Lenaburg
      Max Alspach
29  Jim White
      Robi Marshall
30  Hazel Bousselot
      Hilda Rachel
      Anne Fincher
31  Etna Roberson
      Joe Alford
      Paul Andress

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Prime Time Easter Feast
April 17, Room 206/208, 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Bring a dish to share at this potluck gathering; drinks 
will be provided. Strictly Dixie will be providing the 
musical entertainment. 
NOTE:   We will return to our regular meeting time 

on the second Friday of the month in May.

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing was received on 
Easter Sunday; St. Andrew’s contribution to this 
denomination-wide offering was $2,237.87. The 
money will be used to assist those in need locally and 
around the world through the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program (36%), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(32%), and the Self-Development of People program 
(32%). Thank You!

Session Highlights
At its March 25, 2009, meeting, the Session:
•    Discussed the proposed Book of Order 

Amendment 8-B as well as the proposed 
Ecumenical Statements.

•    Viewed cable television ad for St. Andrew.
•    Approved purchase of a portable sound system 

using gi� funds.
•    Commended Robin Hines for offering CPR and 

AED Training.
•    Learned about the new Welcome Table for visitors 

now in the Narthex.
Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

April 29 – Last Super Wednesday
Fellowship Hall, 5:30-7:30 pm
Meal at 5:30 followed by children’s choirs and 
handbells in Fellowship Hall at 6:30. Join us!

Discovering Your Purpose
May 10-June 14, Parlor, 4:30 – 6:00 pm
On May 10, 2009, Michael Ball and Paula Flowerday 
will lead a small group on Sunday a�ernoons for 
those interested in exploring what God is calling 
them to do and be. Please call Lisa Pa�erson, 
940.387.3897, or email her, lisa@saint-andrew.com, to 
sign up.

AED in Narthex Workroom
We recently purchased an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and portable oxygen tank. They 
are mounted on the wall in a cabinet just inside the 
narthex workroom. The AED is equipped with an 
alarm that will sound as soon as the door is opened, 
but is silenced as soon as the cabinet door is shut. 
The alarm is activated so we will know when the 
equipment is being accessed. 

An alphabetical list of those who have been trained 
in the proper use of the AED is taped to the wall 
beside the cabinet. A second copy of the list is on the 
wall beside the drinking fountain in Fellowship Hall. 
We hope the need to provide this kind of care will be 
rare, but in the event it is needed, it is good to know 
the equipment is here, where it’s located, and that we 
have over 50 people who cared enough to be trained 
to use it appropriately.

Kudos for Robin Hines & Thanks to DRMC
For those of you who don’t already know, Robin 
Hines taught six classes of the American Heart 
Association’s Heartsaver course for members of our 
congregation who volunteered to be trained in the 
use of our new Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED). Robin, a physical therapist, provided the 
training on her own time at Denton Regional Medical 
Center (DRMC) and she certified almost 50 adults 
to perform CPR and the Heimlich maneuver, as well 
as how to use the AED when appropriate. DRMC 
graciously gave us permission to use their facility 
and equipment for the training, for which we are also 
most appreciative.

Birthday Endowment
We are happy to announce that the Birthday 
Endowment has passed the $20,000 mark. We are 
grateful to all who have contributed to make this a 
reality. This summer we will support a ministry not 
funded by the annual budget.
The March celebrants were:
Larry Monroe        Bill Turner
Steve Plunke�       Paul Turley
Be�y Harden         Margaret Hastings
Norm Legge�        Grace Milos*
Grace’s name was inadvertently omi�ed from the 
February list, for which we sincerely apologize. 
Thank you and Happy Birthday!

Women of St. Andrew
May 2, 5:30-8:30 pm
Join us for an evening of fellowship for women of all 
ages, as we meet, reconnect, fellowship, plan for the 
future, and participate in a brief devotional study.
We will gather at Kristy Dimka’s house and she will 
provide coffee, tea, and water: You are welcome to 
bring other beverages if you choose. Please bring a 
potluck Tex-Mex dish to share. Kristy’s address is:
     1513 Pecan Valley Ct., Corinth, 76210 
For more details, call Lisa Pa�erson, 940.387.3897 or 
email her, lisa@saint-andrew.com.

From Our Daily Bread

March Numbers:
   Patrons Served:  3,477
   Meals Served:   4,442
   Food Cost per Meal:  $0.32
S�. A�����’� ODB V�������� C����������
Sue Darby would like us all to note that Roger Lewis 
is our Volunteer Coordinator for ODB. Please direct 
all your inquiries to Roger and not Sue. Thank You!
Arts & Jazz Fest, April 24-26, Quakertown Park 
Visit ODB’s Frito-Chili Pie booth while you’re there; 
it’s an annual fundraiser.

Thank You

Dear Church Family,
Good news from the Crownover family. My son, 
Luke, and his wife, Mariah, have moved to Big 
Spring and are doing well. We appreciate all of 
your prayers and support for our family during 
the birth of the triplets. They were born at Denton 
Presbyterian Hospital on July 4, 2008, each weighing 
less than three pounds. They are doing great and 
were baptized in the First Presbyterian Church of Big 
Spring on Easter Sunday. The crosses you provided 
for them hang above their beds and serve as a special 
reminder of our loving church family. I hope to 
get Beatrice, their three-year-old big sister, back to 
Denton for Vacation Bible School this summer.
Thanks again for your love and support,
Myra Crownover

Thank you for your cards and calls regarding 
my recent fall. Fortunately, nothing was broken 
or seriously damaged (other than my pride!). 
The bruises are healing and my stitches are out. I 
appreciate your expressions of concern. I especially 
thank Brandon Lewis, Chris Smith, Margaret 
Hastings, and Henry Hays for a�ending to me that 
evening.
Love, Margaret Plunke�

About St. Andrew Musicians
•  Sara Staples, our mezzo soprano soloist, is giving 

a Senior Recital April 24, at 8:00 pm, in UNT’s 
College of Music Concert Hall. Our own Lana 
Menssen, violist, will appear in Sara’s recital. You 
are invited to a�end and admission is free.

•  Kevin Park, our tenor soloist, will appear at the 
Museum of Modern Art in Fort Worth at 2:00 pm, 
April 25, in the song cycle Friendly Persuasions, with 
the composer, Jake Heggie, at the piano. For tickets 
to the song cycle, call 817.335.9000 or order online 
at www.cliburn.org.



Stephen Ministry Update
The Stephen Leaders are delighted to introduce the 
other three members of the new class of Stephen 
Ministry candidates, Kristy Dimka, Charlo�e Guest, 
and Barb Haflich.

Kristy A. Dimka:  Kristy joined St. 
Andrew in January of 2008. She 
moved to Corinth from London, 
England, with her husband, Dungak 
Dimka, and two children, Olivia, 6, 
and Fillibus, 5. Kristy also has two 
adult children, Bri�any Lee, 25, and 
Nicholas Jones, 24.

Kristy is an MD/PhD., with a specialty in medical 
oncology. She a�ended medical school at the 
University of Oklahoma and completed her medical 
training at the University of Texas in Houston. She 
went on to complete her Ph.D. in public health 
with an emphasis in epidemiology at Cambridge 
University in Cambridge, England. Kristy works 
at UTSW in Dallas as a practicing physician and 
research scientist, working on new drug therapies 
for the treatment of various types of cancer. She is 
currently on sabbatical, enjoying her time off.
Kristy has a heart for missions, having traveled 
extensively doing medical mission work with 
Doctors Without Borders. Her hobbies include 
reading, writing, cooking, spending time with family 
and friends, and traveling. She is grateful to have 
found a church home here and feels honored to train 
and serve in the Stephen Ministry program.

Charlo�e Menger Guest:  Charlo�e 
is a native Texan, born in El Paso, 
who spent her first 18 years in 
Alamogordo, New Mexico. She 
began a�ending Southern Methodist 
University in 1961 and has lived in 
the Metroplex ever since. In 1965 she 
joined the Fort Worth Star-Telegram as 

a reporter, winning awards for her medical writing. 
In 1979 she joined public affairs at the University 
of North Texas, writing and publicizing scientific 
research, business and music. While at UNT she 
also completed an M.Ed. in counselor education. In 
1992, she became a caseworker for Child Protective 
Services for the State of Texas in McKinney and 
then Lewisville, working with families at risk and 
with foster children. Since retiring in 2005 she has 
volunteered as a mentor at Tomas Rivera Elementary.
Charlo�e enjoys a�ending the United Methodist 
Church in Krum, where her granddaughters live. She 

lives and volunteers at Lake Forest Good Samaritan. 
Her family consists of two sons, one in Denton, one 
in Krum, her daughter-in-law, and two wonderful 
granddaughters.

Barb Haflich:  Barb has called Denton 
home since the early 1980’s. She 
reared two daughters, Angela and 
Carrie, in this community, and the 
friends made along the way are now 
part of her extended family. Barb has 
been a social worker in Denton since 
1985 and her career includes ten years 

in the adoption field. For the past 14 years she has 
been a social worker with the Denton I.S.D.
Barb began visiting St. Andrew about a year and a 
half ago and values the outreach and unconditional 
love and support she has found here, as well as the 
nurture she’s received to find and follow God’s call. 
She enjoys a�ending the Sunday evening services 
with Carrie, her daughter, son-in-law, Ma�, and their 
sons, Sam and Isaac Bethea. Barb loves her work 
with D.I.S.D. as well as reading and spending time 
with her four grandchildren. She looks forward to 
continued growth and learning as she serves as a 
Stephen Minister.

● ● ●

New Member Introductions
Nine new members have joined our congregation 
since December of 2008 and we are proud to feature 
them in The Shield. Take a moment to introduce 
yourself if you have not already met them.

Joe Belanger:  Joe joined St. Andrew 
in late December of 2008. He lives in 
The Colony and works in sales. He 
and Jonna Schneider are engaged 
and will be married June 13, 2009.

Nancy and Paul Li�le:  Nancy 
and Paul joined our congregation 
in January. They had been visiting 
since Easter of last year and they 
a�end the 10:50 am worship service. 
They are both consultants.



Lynne and Jason Parris:  Lynne 
and Jason became part of our 
congregation in December of 
2008. They moved here from 
California and have three sons, 
Parker, Austin, and Zachary, 
who was just baptized during 
worship on March 29, 2009. 
Jason is a business owner and 

they both stay busy keeping up with their three 
young sons.

Jonna Schneider:  Jonna joined St. 
Andrew in December of 2008. She 
lives in Shady Shores and is an 
exercise physiologist. She and Joe 
Belanger joined on the same day and 
plan to marry in June.

Sarah Smith:  Sarah also joined 
St. Andrew in December of last 
year. She is a student and has been 
a�ending St. Andrew as a visitor for 
three years.

Marie Trichka:  Marie joined us in February. She and 
her husband, Charles, live in Argyle. Marie is retired 
and a�ends the 8:30 am worship service. We regret 
that a photo of Marie isn’t available.

Welcome to St. Andrew!

● ● ●

Mother’s Day Brunch
May 9, Fellowship Hall, 11:00am-1:00pm
Congregational Life invites the women of St. Andrew 
to the annual Mother’s Day Brunch. Wear your fancy 
denims, diamonds, and lace and bring a photo of 
your mother, or other special woman in your life. 
You’ll get to enjoy a lovely luncheon as well as have 
the opportunity to visit with other women of the 
congregation and their daughters.

Earth Day – April 22
Earth Day is in part a reminder to celebrate God’s 
gi� of creation and our responsibility to be good 
stewards of the Earth. For ideas specifically 
developed for caring for our local part of the planet, 
check out this website.

www.takecareoftexas.org

News from The Treehouse
“A Day in the Life of a Treehouse Volunteer”

The eager volunteer signs in and surveys the scene. 
Staff members are busy in the kitchen, se�ing the 
table and heating the griddle for quesadillas. The 
Treehouse room is being readied – today we’re 
making sock puppets at one table, while Sudoku 
puzzles are out at another. Popsicle sticks and 
paperwork are ready for the “Walking challenge” in 
the gym.
At 2:45 pm, the volunteer goes with a staff member 
to pick up children at our four elementary schools – 
Ginnings, Evers, Newton Rayzor and Lee. Energetic, 
noisy, and ready for their activities, 25 excited 
children travel in the church vans to our doors.
The volunteer assists in the gym – watching and 
playing with the children. Dodge ball and jump 
rope are popular, as is a fort constructed out of 
gymnastic mats! At 4pm, everyone converges on the 
kitchen. The volunteer helps with hand washing and 
snack serving. A�er the children are fed, they go to 
the Treehouse room. The volunteer helps with the 
puppet-making--cu�ing felt, finding googly eyes, 
and exclaiming over a job well done! Soon it’s 5:30 
and everyone heads out the door. A tired but smiling 
volunteer has made a difference in the lives of these 
children. Thank you, Treehouse volunteers, for all 
you do!
Helen Wells, Treehouse Director

Mother’s Day Gift Bags
The Community Outreach Commi�ee is collecting 
items for Mother’s Day gi� bags for the clients of 
HOPE, Inc. Donations can be made through the end 
of April; the gi� bags will be delivered in early May. 
Please bring NEW items to the collection box near the 
Coke machine outside Fellowship Hall. 
Any of the following would be welcome:
Perfume Jewelry
Cosmetics Makeup bags
Lotions Coin purses
Scarves Pre�y toiletries
Note cards and stationery
Pre�y, feminine gi� bags or baskets and tissue paper 
to wrap the gi�s are also welcome. To give cash, 
checks, or for questions about this project, please 
contact Ronnie Van A�a, 940.271.0077.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Prime Time Easter Feast
April 17, Room 206/208, 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Bring a dish to share at this potluck gathering; drinks 
will be provided. Strictly Dixie will be providing the 
musical entertainment. 
NOTE:   We will return to our regular meeting time 

on the second Friday of the month in May.

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing was received on 
Easter Sunday; St. Andrew’s contribution to this 
denomination-wide offering was $2,237.87. The 
money will be used to assist those in need locally and 
around the world through the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program (36%), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(32%), and the Self-Development of People program 
(32%). Thank You!

Session Highlights
At its March 25, 2009, meeting, the Session:
•    Discussed the proposed Book of Order 

Amendment 8-B as well as the proposed 
Ecumenical Statements.

•    Viewed cable television ad for St. Andrew.
•    Approved purchase of a portable sound system 

using gi� funds.
•    Commended Robin Hines for offering CPR and 

AED Training.
•    Learned about the new Welcome Table for visitors 

now in the Narthex.
Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

April 29 – Last Super Wednesday
Fellowship Hall, 5:30-7:30 pm
Meal at 5:30 followed by children’s choirs and 
handbells in Fellowship Hall at 6:30. Join us!

Discovering Your Purpose
May 10-June 14, Parlor, 4:30 – 6:00 pm
On May 10, 2009, Michael Ball and Paula Flowerday 
will lead a small group on Sunday a�ernoons for 
those interested in exploring what God is calling 
them to do and be. Please call Lisa Pa�erson, 
940.387.3897, or email her, lisa@saint-andrew.com, to 
sign up.

AED in Narthex Workroom
We recently purchased an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) and portable oxygen tank. They 
are mounted on the wall in a cabinet just inside the 
narthex workroom. The AED is equipped with an 
alarm that will sound as soon as the door is opened, 
but is silenced as soon as the cabinet door is shut. 
The alarm is activated so we will know when the 
equipment is being accessed. 

An alphabetical list of those who have been trained 
in the proper use of the AED is taped to the wall 
beside the cabinet. A second copy of the list is on the 
wall beside the drinking fountain in Fellowship Hall. 
We hope the need to provide this kind of care will be 
rare, but in the event it is needed, it is good to know 
the equipment is here, where it’s located, and that we 
have over 50 people who cared enough to be trained 
to use it appropriately.

Kudos for Robin Hines & Thanks to DRMC
For those of you who don’t already know, Robin 
Hines taught six classes of the American Heart 
Association’s Heartsaver course for members of our 
congregation who volunteered to be trained in the 
use of our new Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED). Robin, a physical therapist, provided the 
training on her own time at Denton Regional Medical 
Center (DRMC) and she certified almost 50 adults 
to perform CPR and the Heimlich maneuver, as well 
as how to use the AED when appropriate. DRMC 
graciously gave us permission to use their facility 
and equipment for the training, for which we are also 
most appreciative.

Birthday Endowment
We are happy to announce that the Birthday 
Endowment has passed the $20,000 mark. We are 
grateful to all who have contributed to make this a 
reality. This summer we will support a ministry not 
funded by the annual budget.
The March celebrants were:
Larry Monroe        Bill Turner
Steve Plunke�       Paul Turley
Be�y Harden         Margaret Hastings
Norm Legge�        Grace Milos*
Grace’s name was inadvertently omi�ed from the 
February list, for which we sincerely apologize. 
Thank you and Happy Birthday!

Women of St. Andrew
May 2, 5:30-8:30 pm
Join us for an evening of fellowship for women of all 
ages, as we meet, reconnect, fellowship, plan for the 
future, and participate in a brief devotional study.
We will gather at Kristy Dimka’s house and she will 
provide coffee, tea, and water: You are welcome to 
bring other beverages if you choose. Please bring a 
potluck Tex-Mex dish to share. Kristy’s address is:
     1513 Pecan Valley Ct., Corinth, 76210 
For more details, call Lisa Pa�erson, 940.387.3897 or 
email her, lisa@saint-andrew.com.

From Our Daily Bread

March Numbers:
   Patrons Served:  3,477
   Meals Served:   4,442
   Food Cost per Meal:  $0.32
S�. A�����’� ODB V�������� C����������
Sue Darby would like us all to note that Roger Lewis 
is our Volunteer Coordinator for ODB. Please direct 
all your inquiries to Roger and not Sue. Thank You!
Arts & Jazz Fest, April 24-26, Quakertown Park 
Visit ODB’s Frito-Chili Pie booth while you’re there; 
it’s an annual fundraiser.

Thank You

Dear Church Family,
Good news from the Crownover family. My son, 
Luke, and his wife, Mariah, have moved to Big 
Spring and are doing well. We appreciate all of 
your prayers and support for our family during 
the birth of the triplets. They were born at Denton 
Presbyterian Hospital on July 4, 2008, each weighing 
less than three pounds. They are doing great and 
were baptized in the First Presbyterian Church of Big 
Spring on Easter Sunday. The crosses you provided 
for them hang above their beds and serve as a special 
reminder of our loving church family. I hope to 
get Beatrice, their three-year-old big sister, back to 
Denton for Vacation Bible School this summer.
Thanks again for your love and support,
Myra Crownover

Thank you for your cards and calls regarding 
my recent fall. Fortunately, nothing was broken 
or seriously damaged (other than my pride!). 
The bruises are healing and my stitches are out. I 
appreciate your expressions of concern. I especially 
thank Brandon Lewis, Chris Smith, Margaret 
Hastings, and Henry Hays for a�ending to me that 
evening.
Love, Margaret Plunke�

About St. Andrew Musicians
•  Sara Staples, our mezzo soprano soloist, is giving 

a Senior Recital April 24, at 8:00 pm, in UNT’s 
College of Music Concert Hall. Our own Lana 
Menssen, violist, will appear in Sara’s recital. You 
are invited to a�end and admission is free.

•  Kevin Park, our tenor soloist, will appear at the 
Museum of Modern Art in Fort Worth at 2:00 pm, 
April 25, in the song cycle Friendly Persuasions, with 
the composer, Jake Heggie, at the piano. For tickets 
to the song cycle, call 817.335.9000 or order online 
at www.cliburn.org.
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Pastor’s Column

As we begin the season of 
Eastertide, I thought I’d share 
with you a portion of my 
meditation from Easter evening. 
These comments are based on 
John 11:1-6, 17-27.

As we encounter the grieving 
family of Lazarus, our eyes fall on two sisters, Mary 
and Martha. The death of their brother, Lazarus, was 
a tragic blow. He was way too young to die; it seemed 
that he had so many good years ahead of him. But 
suddenly he had been cut off, struck down.  

Several days ago, when it first became clear that 
the situation was going from bad to worse, Mary and 
Martha send word to Jesus, because he was a close 
family friend. But by the time Jesus arrives at their 
home in Bethany, Lazarus has already been in the 
tomb four days. When the two sisters hear that Jesus 
is on his way into town, Martha leaves Mary at home, 
and goes out to meet Jesus on the road. As soon as 
she sees him, she says, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, I know that my brother wouldn’t have died.”  
How o�en have we said the “if only” of regret? If 
only I had done this . . . If only I had done that . . . 
If only I had the foresight to respond differently . . . 
If only . . . If only . . . If only. “Lord, if only you had 
been here, I know that my brother would still be 
alive. But even now, I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask.”

Jesus looked into Martha’s tear-filled eyes and 
said, “Martha, your brother will rise again.” Martha 
responds by saying, “Yes, Lord, I know that my 
brother will rise again at the resurrection on the last 
day.” There’s a sense in which Martha’s response 
contains a touch of testiness. I hear her saying, “Yes, 
Lord, I’ve studied the scriptures, I know what we 
believe, I am aware of the correct doctrine of our 
people. But I’m hurting and about to go under here.  
I don’t need correct doctrine, I need an experience of 
God.”

This time Jesus looks straight into Martha’s broken 
heart, and says, “I’m not giving you doctrine, Martha, 

Presbyterian Women
Spring Association Meeting, April 21, Parlor
Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30 am
Jessica Sierra will speak at 10:00 am on the Denton 
City/County Day School. The Birthday Offering and 
Least Coin offering will be received and dedicated.
G���� P��������� - S����� W��������
Saturday, April 18, Oak Cliff PC, Dallas
Contact Be�y Alford if you’d like to a�end. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am and lunch is included.
Cost:  $7.00
Friday, April 24, First PC, Granbury
Contact Linda Heilig if you’d like to a�end. 
Registration begins at 9:00 am and lunch is included.
Cost:  $7.00

Beijing Piano Scholarship Student @ UNT
The College of Music will welcome a Chinese piano 
scholarship student this Fall. Dr. Pamela Paul at UNT 
has asked if we might be able to help him. If your 
family could provide him room and board for a year, 
please get in touch with Morris Martin or Dr. Paul, 
940.565.3726. Thank You!

Women’s Habitat Build - Coming Soon
Fundraising has begun for a new Habitat for 
Humanity house, targeted to begin sometime this 
May. The house will be built here in Denton. Stay 
tuned for more details as they become available. 
Susan Pierce is our contact for the build at present.

Watson - Monroe Wedding
May 9, 2009, St. Andrew, 3:00 pm
Elizabeth Watson and Larry Monroe invite you to 
a�end their wedding Saturday, May 9, 2009, at 3:00 
pm, in the sanctuary. Although they do not plan to 
hold a reception, they would love for their family at 
St. Andrew to be present with them to celebrate the 
occasion. They are combining two fully-equipped 
households, so no gi�s, please!

C�������
May Deadline:  Wednesday, May 8, 2009
Editor:  Linda Steger, linda@saint-andrew.com
Address Changes: Ryan Hunnicu�, 
ryan@saint-andrew.com. Send us your email address and 
help us save on printing and postage. The Shield is online 
in PDF @ www.saint-andrew.com.

Inquirer’s Class Coming Soon
April 19-May 17, Parlor, 9:30-10:30 am
Paul Dunklau and the Membership Commi�ee have 
scheduled an adult inquirer’s class for visitors, new 
members, and those who’d like a refresher course 
on St. Andrew and our life together as Reformed 
Christians. 
April 19:  Introduction and Tour, Jim White
April 26:   History & Polity of the Presbyterian 

Church, Fred Cassell
May 3:      Tenets of the Reformed Faith,
                  Steve Plunke�
May 10:    Why We Do What We Do In Worship,
                  Kim Warner
May 17:    Spiritual Growth and Development,
                  Paula Flowerday
Sign up for the class at the Welcome Table in the 
narthex or by calling the church office, 940.387.3897.

Welcome Table in Narthex
If you would like to host the visitor Welcome table 
in the narthex on Sunday morning, please get in 
touch with Paul Dunklau, Director of Membership 
and Congregational Care, 940.387.3897, ext. 249, 
paul@saint-andrew.com.

I’m giving you myself.  I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live. And whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.” Then Jesus asks Martha the decisive 
question:  “Do you believe this?” And Martha takes 
her place with Peter and Thomas, saying, “Yes, Lord, 
I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.”

The risen Christ is the One who can make a 
difference in the heartbreak of life that comes our 
way. He is the One who fills the darkness with 
eternal light, gives hope to the hopeless, and strength 
to the powerless. He is the One who is with us in this 
Eastertide, reaching out in love and compassion.  Do 
you believe this? Martha’s answer is: “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”  
What is your answer?


