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Pastor’s Column

There has been a great deal of conversation
this year concerning financial giving as it
relates to the church’s annual operating
budget. Pledges for 2009 came in at an
amount less than last year, and the “other
income” category is also smaller. Session committees
discussed their budget at two meetings (at least). The
moderators of Session committees met to trim all of the
budget requests. In addition, the Session had a called
meeting to discuss the budget in early January, and then
gave a major portion of the January stated meeting to the
budget. Then, at the annual meeting of the congregation
on January 25, another discussion ensued about the
budget.

I've been reflecting on this stream of conversation that has
been taking place over the last couple of months, and I
want to share my perspective. With annual income down
from 2008, the temptation, I fear, is to see the glass as

half empty. But I recommend the alternative perspective,
namely, that the glass is half full.

We have begun 2009 in solid financial shape. The total
amount of pledges for this year is $1,034,440, which is a
phenomenal amount, given current economic realities.
Let us see in this number, not first and foremost a drop in
income, but a reason to give thanks for the love of Christ’s
church that this number symbolizes. And, above all, let us
see it as a sign that God is abundantly providing for the
ongoing ministry of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church. In
this economy, the fact that we have more than $1 million
in pledges is indeed remarkable. Furthermore, the spirit
in which I have watched our committees, committee
moderators, and the Session work together for the
common good of the whole church has been a source of
inspiration and gratitude.

All of which brings me to say “thank you” for all you are
doing to help enable the ministry of this congregation, and
for your tenacity in difficult times. My deepest thanks to
each of you!

Grace and peace,

r a
._.-IE----!:—-

Upcoming Services
* Ash Wednesday Service, February 25, 7:30 pm
* Service for Wholeness, March 3, 6:00 pm

What Is a Candidacy Sermon, Anyway?

One of the steps in the process for candidates for
ordination as Ministers of Word and Sacrament in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is preaching a candidacy
sermon. The candidate’s liaison with Presbytery’s
Committee on Preparation for Ministry, along with other
members of the committee, attends worship the Sunday
the candidate preaches. Paul Dunklau, a candidate under
the care of Grace Presbytery, preached his candidacy
sermon Sunday, February 8, 2009. Elizabeth Smith, another
candidate from St. Andrew under the care of Grace
Presbytery, will preach her candidacy sermon Sunday,
March 22, 2009.

Sunday Evening Worship

Our Sunday Evening Worship service at 6:15 pm is an
informal, more casual blended service. We invite you

to come worship God in song, led by our faithful and
gifted nine person band, and share joys and concerns in
the context of community, with a short meditation given
by a staff member. The meditation leader schedule is on
the website News page. We hope to see you on Sunday
evenings!

Youth Sunday

February 22 at 8:30 and 10:50 am

Each year we at St. Andrew have the pleasure of being

led in worship by the young people of our congregation.
The graduating seniors provide the homilies, other high
school youth lead us in prayer and confession, while still
others give the children’s sermon, usher, and participate in
other ways. Remember to hold our youth in prayer as they
prepare for this special Sunday in the life of our church.

Session Highlights
At its meeting on January 21, 2009, the Session:
¢ Welcomed members of the Class of 2011,
* Discussed five proposed amendments to the
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
e Approved the 2009 church budget,
* Heard about defibrillator training, and
* Learned that Paul Dunklau and Elizabeth Smith
will preach candidacy sermons in their steps toward
ordination as Ministers of Word and Sacrament.

Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

Birthday Endowment
Our January Birthday Endowment fund celebrants were:
Micki Leggett Elmer Adams



Sarah Rosenberg Karleen Abarr
Edith Lindley Willis Mitchell
Irene Smith Polly Diebel
Howard Smith Pat Morey
Bob Sherman

Thank you for your support of this ministry.

Super Wednesday Update

The adult track on the Middle East will change leaders on
February 18th. We will hear from the following:

* Rafat Haddad will provide a Jordanian view of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict on February 18 and again on
March 4. Rafat, a member of our congregation, was born
and grew up in Jordan.

¢ Emile Sahlieh will provide reflections on the conflict
and outline where hope for its resolution might lie on
February 25. Emile, a Palestinian Christian, has spoken
with us before.

¢ Carol Adcock will provide a moderator’s perspective
on the Middle East on March 11. Carol is the current
moderator of the General Assembly Council of the PC(U.
S.A.) and an elder at St. Stephen’s in Fort Worth.

We look forward to hearing from these diverse leaders in
Fellowship Hall in the weeks ahead.

Women'’s Retreat

Around 40 women of St. Andrew attended the Women'’s
Retreat the weekend of January 30-31, at Lantana Lodge
on the north shore of Lake Ray Roberts. We sang, reflected
on “Being a Mary in a Martha World” under Nancy
Marroquin’s able leadership, and generally got to know
each other better. Listen to what two of the participants
had to say.

“It’s easy to get wrapped up in activities revolving around
family, career, church...all good and worthy things. But,
it doesn't take long to feel emotionally and spiritually
drained. The recent St. Andrew Women'’s Retreat provided
the opportunity to be refreshed and renewed in a beautiful
setting. There was an abundance of laughter, fellowship,
singing, good discussion, and great food. Our speaker, the
Rev. Nancy Marroquin, guided us in examining our busy
lives. Do we miss out on what God wants for us because
we are so distracted? Does our ‘twisted sister’ raise her
ugly head when we feel unappreciated? Do we take time
to listen and be still —waiting for a word from God? It was
a wonderful weekend, relaxing with sisters in Christ and
being energized to return to our busy lives.”

Nancy Smith

“The Women'’s Retreat was just what I needed...a peaceful
and relaxing little get-away. Lantana Lodge is beautiful
and so close to home! We were able to slow down and
take in the pretty trees and lake view, while enjoying
great discussion and fellowship. I could’ve used a few
more days! I'm always thankful for time spent with my
St. Andrew friends. Whether we are more of a Mary or a
Martha, or a bit of both, we know we are all blessed with
God’s love!”

Tara Brindle

Update from Our Daily Bread
January, 2009, numbers:

Patrons Served = 3226

Meals Served = 4188

Cost of Food/Meal Served = $0.26

Also, $972.79 was raised for Our Daily Bread by the youth
of St. Andrew during the Souper Bowl of Caring, collected
Sunday, February 1, 2009, at the close of worship. Thank
you to all who gave so generously.

Habitat Update

Todd Cook, our Habitat Coordinator, tells us that if

the weather continues to cooperate we will soon have
completed the Habitat House in Sanger. Todd still needs
help with doughnuts as well as willing volunteers

for Saturday. Email him if you can help in any way,
toddandtracicook@verizon.net.

The St. Andrew

elementary
children’s Sunday
School classes
provided the lunch
for the Habitat
workers Saturday,
January 31. They
made sandwiches
in the Rec Center
kitchen and as you can see, they had a wonderful time
participating in this mission endeavor. Good Job, Guys!

Community Outreach

Assisting homeless families leave a shelter and start living
more independently involves helping them set up a new
home. Many of them left essentials behind when domestic
violence forced them into homelessness. The diaconate’s
Community Outreach committee is asking for the
following to assist HOPE, Inc. and its clients to put their
new houses together.

Toilet paper Laundry detergent
Paper towels Laundry basket
Mop & broom Dish towels
Towels Bed linens

Collection dates are February 22, March 1, and March 8.
Please place your contributions in the box beside the Coke
machine outside Fellowship Hall. Questions? Call Ronnie
Van Atta at 940.271.0077. Thank you for your generosity
and help!

New Stephen Ministry Candidates

It seemed at first as though we would have only two
candidates in our new class of Stephen Ministry trainees,
but we are happy to announce that we now have five. We
began our training on Sunday afternoon on February 8.
The new class members are Judy Cherry, Edie Lenaburg,
Kristy Dimka, Barbara Haflich, and Charlotte Guest. We
will provide more information about them in the next
issue of The Shield. Welcome!



Devotional Guides for Lent

A devotional guide for adults and one for children are
being prepared. The guides will be available Sunday,
February 22. The adult guide will be on the church website
in PDF; printed copies will be in the narthex for those who
don’t “do” computers.

Want to Try Ringing?

Are you curious about the handbell choir? Jean Harden
has informed us that they need some new players as there
are several vacant positions in the choir right now. If

you can read music, even a little, they will teach you the
rest of what you need to know. No previous experience
with ringing is required. Regular attendance is the most
important qualification for membership in the handbell
choir.

If you're interested, get in touch with Jean Harden,
jean.harden@ unt.edu or come to rehearsal on Wednesday
nights, 6:20-7:30 in the Adult Choir room.
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Dear St. Andrew Family,

I'would like to thank you for the many kindnesses
extended during the recent illness and death of my
mother. Your prayers and cards meant so much to all of us.
A special thanks to Steve and Paul for the hospital visits.
We are very fortunate to be part of this loving community.
Sincerely,

— Diane Smith and family

THANK YOU

Flower Roster Still Has Openings

We still need chancel flowers for the following Sundays:
March 1, March 15, and June 28. The roster is on the
bulletin board in the hall by the church office. Please sign
up if you are able to give the flowers on any of these open
dates. Thank You!

Did You Know...?

e Peyton Lenaburg, a McMath Middle School student,
attended the Junior Presidential Inaugural Conference
in Washington D.C., on January 20th.

® Corwyn Raesz was voted Mr. DHS at Denton High
School in January.

¢ Hillary Lewis was awarded an M.A. in Teaching from
TWU in December of 2008.

e Julie Tolle was named Teacher of the Year at Ryan High
School.

Congratulations, All!

The Reformation Corner

Question: What is salvation?
Response: Salvation is God’s wonderful
gift of a new life and new relationship
with God, given when we confess by
faith that Jesus Christ is our Lord and
Savior and resolve to live as followers of
Jesus Christ.

Prayer Concerns

John Gossett
Beverly Johnson
Tom Harpool
Jay Carradine
Jim Pierce, father of Susan Pierce
Pat Henke, cousin of Annabel Chadwick and Joan
Hubbard
William Hosey, son-in-law of Billye Akin
Family of Doris Robinson, mother of Diana Robinson
Family of Paul Stanwood, brother of Sue Carrico
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Laurie Hunt

Traci Cook

Peggy Tibbs

Clark Swenson
Judy Thomas
Steve Dierker
Karen Raabe
Jordan Cartwright
Rafat Haddad
Jocelyn Widmer
Stephanie Forester
Rachel Odei
Judith Keith

Craig Dodson
Matthew Savoy
Nico Cortes

Betty Neighbors
Knox Scoggins
James Davis
Austin Parris
Stacey Cornelius
Bruce Schneider
Sherry Van Atta
Lauren Dower
Margie McCandless
Barbara Sims
Cheryl Takawana
Shobhana Chelliah
Shawn Zigler

Ed Gray

Jim Rogers

Kate Rentschlar
Barbara Jackson
Krista Culp
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Lynne Parris
Emma Ruth Russell
Stacy Hays

Sara Brown
Joan Lewis

Jan Hillman
Eileen Duffield
Donna Raney
Grace Robison
Jason Puyear
Caleb Jones
Geri Sams

Rex Tillerson
Kathy Landes
Robert Griffith
Christopher Puyear
Sue Darby
Larry Miller
Katie Caldwell
Bernice Nelson
Warren Lee

Bill Turner
Carla Robinson
Ophelia Sparks
Jean Harden

Al Davis

Karen Gossett
Lois Boatwright
Larry Monroe
Eddie Pennell
Margaret Hastings
David Graben
Christa Tiedge
Zachary Parris




Events to Remember

Prime Timers: Remember the Valentine Spectacular will
take place this Friday, February 13, 11:00 am-1:00 pm,
Room 206/208. Bonnie and Nick, a brother-sister duo, will
provide the music and you’ll get the chance to “Name that
Prime Timer,” among other activities. Bring your lunch or
we’ll provide a sack lunch for $5.00. Register by calling the
church office, 940.387.3897. See you there!

Parents’ Night Out, February 14, 4:00-9:00 pm. Contact
Sue Elliott, toddlerqueen@msn.com, to participate.

Celebrity Waiter Night, Tuesday, February 17, 5:00-8:00
pm: This annual fundraiser for HOPE, Inc., will be catered
by Meltzer’s and held at Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church on North Bonnie Brae. Steve Plunkett and Brandon
Lewis are two of the celebrities who'll be waiting on us
that night. Tickets are $10, available at the door.

Faith & Grief Luncheon at Preston Hollow Presbyterian
Church Wednesday, February 18

CoLoPHON

Next Deadline - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008

The Shield — Online in PDF on the church website. Contact
Ryan Hunnicutt ryan@saint-andrew.com to remove your
name from the snail mail list; help us save on printing
and postage.

Articles — Submit articles to Linda Steger at linda@saint-
andrew.com. Thank You!

Labyrinth Schedule
The labyrinth will be in the gym the week of February 22;
the schedule is listed below. Docents will be present to
help those who have not walked a labyrinth before.
Sunday, February 22, 8:00 am-12:30 pm
Wednesday, February 25, 5:00-7:30 pm
Sunday, March 1, 8:00 am-12:30 pm
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