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Associate Pastor’s Column
Dear Friends,

As we begin a new year, it seems
as good a time as any to pause and
remind ourselves who God is, who we
are, why we do what we do, and what
direction we hope to be headed in our
life and ministry together. I admit that
it’s easy to get caught up in thinking
the business we are in is church. All the administrative details
and logistics, meetings, planning and visioning, education
and spiritual formation-it’s all certainly important, necessary,
and what we do with purpose, commitment, and passion. I'm
reminded though that the business we are in isn’t church. The
business we are in is God’s mission to the world. A quote I came
across recently in The Christian Century magazine captures
this spirit: “It is not the church of God that has a mission in the
world, but the God of mission that has a church in the world...
God is on the move and the church is always catching up with
him. We join his mission.”

When I worked as an intern at University Presbyterian
Church in Seattle, I remember a mentor sharing with me that
the Holy Spirit was at work in and through that church before
I got there, would be at work while I was there, and would
continue to be at work well after I was gone. Understanding
this truth, and how it wasn’t about me or ultimately about the
church in that time and place, set me free to jump on board
with what God was doing...which was something much bigger
and broader. I had the joy of trying to catch up with God.

It’s really no different for any church we may find ourselves
a part of wherever life takes us. Attentiveness to the Holy Spirit’s
broad activity allows us to more fully recognize God’s mission
and how the whole of the Christian life is a response to the fact
that we have already been sent into the world. God’s mission
belongs to God, not the church. The church, however, gratefully
participates in God’s mission and purpose, the redemption of
God’s creation. The church embodies a larger story, a way of
life, and a set of values that are an alternative in the mist of
what the culture and world have to offer. In short, the church is
a vessel, an instrument of God’s mission and a God who was at
work before the church ever existed.

My hope for St. Andrew in 2010 is to always be mindful of
how our lives and resources can join God’s mission in the world
rather than simply promoting or maintaining the church. It’s a
challenge for any church to be flexible and innovative. But when
we take a close look at the character of God’s mission, there
is certainly a sense that God’s very act of redemption in Jesus
Christ, at the very least, was both flexible and innovative.

In Christ,

JANUARY

=

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
January 24, 2010, Noon, Fellowship Hall

The Session has called the annual meeting of the
congregation for Sunday, January 24, 2010, in
Fellowship Hall following a luncheon.

See below for details.

The Planning Team for the Annual Meeting
cordially invites you to attend the
Annual Meeting of the Congregation

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday, January 24, 2010
12:00 Noon in Fellowship Hall

After sharing the noon meal together, we will enjoy
a brief presentation on the life and ministry of our
church in 2009. The day will conclude with the
business portion of the meeting. We hope to see you
there!

Planning Team: Lynn Carrico, Nancy Brandimart,
Natalie Garcia, Perry McNeill, Evelyn Ramsey,
Jonathon Fite, Curtis Wells, and the diaconate’s
Congregational Nurture committee.

What'’s for Lunch on January 24th?
The church will provide the main course and
the parishes are being asked to assist with the
following.
Parishes 1 & 2: Salads
Parishes 3, 4, & 5: Vegetables and side dishes
Parishes 6 & 7: Desserts




December Session Highlights
At its meeting on December 16,
2009, the session:

* Heard statements of faith of elders
and deacons of the Class of 2012
and approved their ordination/
installation on Sunday, January 10,
2010.

e Discussed the 2010 budget.

e Approved the Ruth Anderson
Endowment committee funding
proposals.

e Learned about plans to combine a
luncheon with the Annual Meeting
of the Congregation on January 24,
2010, and to review and celebrate
the past year together.

® Approved a plan to request funds
from the congregation to pave
the parking lot and make other
improvements to the west side of
our campus.

¢ Continued soliciting volunteers
to assist with registration, parking,
and luncheon for the meeting of
Grace Presbytery at St. Andrew on
February 27, 2010.

Gail Graves, Clerk of Session

Stephen Ministry Training
Begins

Two new Stephen Ministry
trainees, Trish Highland and Jim
Hancock, will begin study later
this month. Be sure to let Trish and
Jim know how much we appreciate
their willingness to serve our
congregation the next time you see
them. We also ask that you continue
to remember our Stephen Ministers,
Leaders, and care receivers in your
prayers. Thank you!

Help Feed The Link

Our college ministry resumes
Monday, January 25th at 7:00pm. If
you can help feed a group of hungry
college students on a Monday
evening sometime this semester,
please get in touch with Brandi
Schoel, brandischoel@hotmail.com.
You can provide a complete meal,
a main dish, a side dish, or dessert.
Justlet Brandi know what and when
you'd be willing to help. Thanks!

- 2010 - Super

Nd{\[)) Wednesday

Begins January 13@5:30pm,
Fellowship Hall

SCHEDULE

Super Wednesday resumes today, January 13, with the evening meal
in Fellowship Hall. We have fun and choir for elementary aged children,
middle school element begins at 6:00pm, and hand bells rehearse at
6:20pm in the Adult Choir room. The quilting group will continue to
meet in the Rec Center on the mezzanine at 6:30pm.

The four adult programs tracks at 6:30pm are varied and intriguing.
You may have a difficult time choosing from among the following.

Heresies of the Church — Fellowship Hall. Jim Duke of Brite Divinity

School is leading this honest-to-church-history look at six ancient
disputes over the Christian message, disputes that have left their mark
on Church teaching to this day. The big six we’ll examine are:
Docetism, Marcionism, Montanism, Manicheanism, Donatism, and
Pelagianism. They continue to crop up today, sometimes in the most
unlikely places. More importantly, they touch on issues of faith and
faithfulness of such vital concern that we can ill-afford to ignore them.

Romans — Room 202. Bonnie Robison, Lynn Carrico, and Jane
Jaegerman will continue this study of the letter to the Romans using the
Interpretation Bible Study series. Romans is a powerful reflection on the
gift of faith in God that comes through Jesus Christ by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Faith Journey in Fantasy Lands — Room 207/209. Stephanie Raesz will
lead this exploration of the intersection and interaction between faith and
popular culture as seen through the lens of three popular fantasy series:
Harry Potter, Star Wars, and The Lord of the Rings. No homework will
be assigned and all voices are welcome.

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World - 206/208. Amy Cole, Marissa
Glasschroeder, and Jeanie Fite will continue this study of Joanna Weaver’s
book. On the fourth Wednesday each month Jeanie will lead the group in
a study of Joshua: A Journey of Faith, this year’s Presbyterian Women'’s

L_.quural.uudulg urselves O uthers
WOMEN'S RETREAT 2010

Women'’s Retreat @ Lantana Lodge
January 22-23, 2010

Marty Jones will lead the Women’s Retreat this year as we learn more about
what makes us tick and find new ways to improve our relationships with others.
The first session, on Friday evening, will familiarize us with the nine different
personality types of the Enneagram (scary name, useful tool). Then on Saturday
we’ll learn more about our intellectual, emotional, and instinctual centers as well
as discover what types our friends are, as we’ll be seated by type in the third
session. The registration deadline for the retreat is Monday, January 18. Visit the
church website calendar for a detailed schedule for the retreat. Scholarships are
available if cost might be a problem. Join us for an enlightening weekend away
from laundry and other chores to connect with the women of St. Andrew.



Birthday Endowment Fund
The Birthday Endowment Fund celebrants for December
were:

Anne Dennis Jack Deeb

Hugh Coleman Margaret Plunkett
Craig Neumann Meredith Cole
Annabel Chadwick Fred Cassell
Raney Family Olympia Kepke
Fred Patterson Carson Wells

Our fund has grown to $24,000. Thank You and Happy
New Year!

Did You Know...?

e Shandi Davis has been named Assistant Principal at
Crownover Middle School. She taught English at Denton
High School for 14 years before moving to her new
position.

® Rhonda Thomas and Deborah Boone will sing in the
chorus of Donna Trammell’s Square Roots 2, under the
direction of Peggy Caps, at the Center for the Visual Arts.
General Admission for this fundraiser, which begins at
8:00pm on January 15 and 16, is $10.

¢ Stephen Plunkett is appearing in the New York premiere
of Horton Foote’s The Orphan’s Home Cycle, which a review
in The New York Times calls “the great adventure of this
theater season.”

e Proud parents Margaret and Steve Plunkett will be
traveling to New York to see the three performances in the
cycle later this month; they’ll be using some of the 20th
anniversary gift to fund the trip.

Congratulations, All!

Thank You!

Dear Friends of Goodland,

I thank God for you, our faithful supporters, who give so
that our boys might have hope for a future. If not for the
generosity of friends like you, many of our boys would not
have a very Merry Christmas. To see their excitement as they
open a shirt or hoodie, or after receiving a gift card from
Wal-Mart or McDonald’s, is a blessing. Your thoughtful
gifts truly make a difference to these young men at a joyous
time of year.

Thanks again for your generosity and faith in our
program,

David L. Dearinger, CEO, Goodland Academy

Offering Envelopes

Please remember to pick up your 2010 envelopes; you'll find
them in the narthex. If you prefer not to use them, please
help the offering counters by putting the envelope number
on your check memo line. Thank You!

Our Daily Bread by the Numbers, December 2009
Patrons Served: 3,763

Meals Served: 4,829

Food Cost per Patron Served: $0.37

2009 was a record-breaking year for Our Daily Bread.
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February Birthdays
02/01 Josh Tyler 02/17 Allison Scott
02/02 Eric Jones Brookelyn Lewis
02/03 Matthew Warnock 02/18 Daisy Rogers
02/04 Joan Groom Ed
Dorothy Walker Vander-Meulen
Margo Bean Jonny Ramsey
Mike Duran Brandon Hagen
Hanna Haddad 02/19 David Kesterson
02/08 Joan Flanery Karen Dower
Lane Wisdom Tess Rentschlar
Eta Tako 02/20 Elizabeth McMath
02/09 Jean Judy Jan Lewis
Beverly Burdett Patrick Fitzgerald
Linda Steger Meredith Smith
Scott Flowerday 02/21 Evelyn McAdow
Abigail Lewis Barbara Lawson
02/10 Gayle Strange Bonnie
Rodney Marshall McCormick
Kingsley Tako Barbara Griffin
Helena Coleman Joseph Fritz
02/11 Arminta Jacobson Katie Tolle
Mark Lewis John Cartwright II
Kelsey Raney Ethan Wolff
02/12 Betty Bell 02/22 David Boston
Charlene Greer Rhonda Bright
Barry Vermillion Hannah Guerrero
Bob Hendrix Hailey Brown
Gary Klingemann  02/23 Janice Toland
02/13 Lindsey Miller Earldene McNeill
02/14 Gail Graves Nancy Bray
Jessica Whipple Ariadne Strutton
Travis 02/24 James Goodnow
Stubblefield Sydney Rentz
02/15 Ross Wuensche 02/25 Barry Bogan
02/16 Patricia Croghan Henry Giberson
Taylor Stalder 02/27 Grace Milos
02/17 Catherine Pennell  02/28 Grace Wolff

Guatemala Mission Trip

Spring Break, March 13-20, 2010

We're taking our third mission trip in a row to Guatemala
over Spring Break. Members of The Link, our college
ministry, and other adults from St. Andrew will spend
the week in mission to children and families, along with
some hands-on building repair and painting projects. Get
in touch with Brandon Lewis, brandon@saint-andrew.
com, by January 24, 2010, if you want to participate in
this year’s mission trip. You'll be glad you did.

Prayer Concerns
June Sims, aunt of Trish Highland
Ann McEntire, cousin of Trish Highland
Ron Hunter, relative of Glenn Highland
Travis Ross, brother of Hillary Lewis
Patty Swenson, mother of Tom Swenson
Maddock Monroe, nephew of Larry Monroe
The Family of Henry Langford, friend of Paul Dunklau
The Family of Charolotte Field,
friend of Ed Moorehead




Presbyterian Women

Sewing Group: We work on sewing items on the fourth
Tuesday of each month on the Rec Center mezzanine. All
are welcome to join us. Donations of fabric, bias tape or
yard are always welcome. Contact Irma Waring, 940-387-
5734 or ilwaring@verizon.net, if you have questions.

We mailed a box containing 8 blankets, 22 gowns, and 21
caps to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Service Center in
December; the items are sent to hospitals overseas. Our total
for the year: 21 blankets, 119 caps and 186 gowns.

Atyear’s end we mailed 121 Yoplait foil lids to benefit cancer
research at the Susan G. Komen foundation, cancelled
stamps to Peggy Reinhold, former missionary to Congo,
for printing Bibles and CE material, and box tops and soup
labels to the Menaul School for classroom supplies. Thank
you for helping support such worthy causes.

Blood Drive

January 16, Rec Center

10:00am-2:00pm

Walk-ins Welcome! Photo ID required to donate.

Senior High Youth Connection - SHYC

January 29-31, 2010, Austin College, Sherman

Brandon Lewis and the high school youth will be heading
to SHYC at Austin College the last weekend in January. This
gatheringofhighschoolstudentsfromacrossGracePresbytery
is an annual highlight in our youth ministry. The deadline
to let Brandon know if you want to participate is Sunday,
January 17th, so let Brandon know of your interest ASAP.

CoOLOPHON

February Deadline: Wednesday, February 3, 2010
Editor: Linda Steger, linda@saint-andrew.com
Address Changes: Lou Korom,
lou@saint-andrew.com. The Shield is online in PDF @
www.saint-andrew.com.

Adult Inquirers’ Class - January 17 & 31, 2010
Fellowship Hall, 12:00 Noon-2:00pm

After enjoying the noon meal provided by the Membership
committee, this class will learn about the Tenets of the
Reformed Faith, with Steve Plunkett and the History and
Polity of the Presbyterian Church with Fred Cassell on
January 17th. On Sunday, January 31, the class will hear from
Kim Warner on Why We Do What We Do in Worship and
learn about Adult Spiritual Formation with Lisa Patterson.
Register for the class in the narthex on Sunday.

Financial Peace, Anyone?

If you'd like to take Dave Ramsey’s informative class on
making your way toward a more stable financial future, we
need to hear from you. Visit the church website home page,
click on the Dave Ramsey graphic to take the 60 second
survey, indicating your interest. Who'll lead the course?
Our own Jonathon Fite and Phil Jordan, that’s who. You'll
find yourselves in capable, experienced hands, so, go ahead,
take that survey now.
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